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At the Academy.
Monday and Tuesday, with Tuesday

matinee, Thorna. Dlxon'a "The ciana-
man."
Thur.dny, night only, Hansford, In "Th·

Merchant· of Venice." «I
Friday and 8aturday, with Saturday

maCtnee, "Babes In Toyland."
ti At the Bijou.

All week, usual matinee», Mason and
Mason.

A closer intimacy1 botween tho stage
and the. public has brought about the
necessity for moro elaborate and ex¬

pensive" stage settings. 3ft the old days'
, the glamour surrounding the actor was
Intensified by his seclusion from tho gen¬
eral public. It was therefore easier for
him to maintain tho Illusion of acting
than it Is for tho modern nctor. Hence
tho necessity for,scenery bo life-like that
it will help the actor to get away from
himself. Another reason Just as potent
Is the knowledge that tho public now

possesses of how staso effect» .such ne

thunder and lightning, rain, etc., arc

produced. The wiser tho public be¬
comes as to tho mechanical cpptrlvanccs
of the stngo the greater the Importance
of the scenery being natural enoueh to
maintain the Illusion. The Importance
of scenic effects In plays laid In tho
Bouth Is accentuated because "atmos¬
phere" Is so absolutely the, backbone of
a play tho scenes oí which are laid in
this section.
One of the first steps taken by George

?. Brennan, In preparing for the tour
of Thomas J>ixon, Jr.'s play, "The
Clansman," which will be seen at the
Academy to-morrow, Tuesday, with Tues¬
day matinee, was to arrange for a scenic
setting of tho play that will be notable

·' tar '. KcöuraöyV""beauty, ati'd illusion.'1*';
The first of the flvo scenes shows tho

ojrterior of the Cameron home, an old-
fashioned place, embosomed in a wealth
of sub-troplcal verdue. In tho distance
Is shown a splendid view of tho out¬
lying Piedmont hills, and far beyond the
dim outllno of tho Blue Ridge melting
into tho soft azure of'the sky. This
scene Is the atmospheric key-note of the
play.
.The second act is laid In the parlor

of the Cameron hQme8.tqo.il, wliexe ..Put

a trnco of former opulence remains af¬
ter "tho staggering losses Induced by
the war and reconstruction oppression.
Tho same setting remains lor tho first

sceno of J.ho third act, but tho room has
been decorated for tho birthday party
of Flora Cameron. Tho bright decora¬
tions -make more Impressive the tragedy
which falls llko a pall, with tho nlaht
In which it cornes, at the close of tho
sceno.
The second sceno pi tho third act will

bo a scenic, sensation. It will show the
spacious cave den of thc'-'Ku Klux Klan.
Glittering stalactites hang menacingly
from the roof of 'tho cave, whllo tho
floor la covered with 1)locks of traver¬
tino piled and heaped up like subfera-
noan Icebergs. From the deep night of
tho hidden background comes tho roar
of Invisible waterfalls in tho heart of the
mountain'. Lighted only by. the flicker¬
ing' glare of torches It would be diffi¬
cult 'to Imagino' a moro impressive
scene,

~

The last«act shows the library In tho
house of Silas Lynch. \
The moeslveness of the production is

shown by tho fact that two sixty-foot.?
cars aro required to transport the scen¬

ery.

Hansford As Shylock.
Every season brings to attention some'

prominent actor or actress who Is anx¬

ious to ndd to laurels won In the mod¬
ern drama." thoso. of the Shakespearean
Interpreter. To this «nd largo fcums
of money ¿re expended, and advertising
liberally, not to sny indiscriminately, in¬
dulged in. The result, however, usuailj
demonstrates that tho Shakespearean
,drama is not to be taken up as an In-,
rçldentnl. enterprise for the gratification
'of a personal ambition to reap the m'axU
mum reward with a minimum o£ toll.
Shakespeare Is a life study. Charles B.
Hanford, who is assured of a hearty
welcome during his coming engagement
In this city has made a Ufo study of
the classic drama and has had tho
good Judgment nnd thè ability to givo
a genuinely popular interpretation of
Shakespeareüs plays without In any way
affronting the sincere student who .would
Justly resent a sacrifico of tho delicate
lltorary quality for the sake of thought-

ACADEMY.G" ¦"
'ATTRACTIONS.

MONDAY AND TUESDAY.Matinee Tuesday.
THE CLANSMAN

BY THOMAS DIXON, JR.,

Prom Hie Two Famous Novels, "The Clan.man" and "The Leopard's Spots."

A BEAUTIFUL ROMANCE OF THE THE SOUTH AND STORY OF THE
KU KLUX KLAN.

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. Matinee Saturday,
HAMLIN AND MITCHELL'S

Gorgeous Musical Extravaannza,

BABES IN Book by Olen MaoDopough,
Music by Victor Herbert,
Staged by Jb(Jan Mitchell,

Company of Seventy
... Special
Double Orchestra. TOYLAND
PRICES! 25c tO $1.50.

.ana..

Direction southern Amuwrnent Company, George H. Brennan, Manager,

DDirRC· Matinee.25 cent, to $1.00.
rMWCo. Night.25 cents to $1.50.

THURSDAY NIGHT ONLY
ENGAGEMENT'OF THE DISTINGUISHED ACTOR,

CHARLES ?.HANFORD
ACCOMPANIED 45Y

MISS MARIE DROFNAH,
In an elaborate presentation of Shakespeare'· Comedy,

The Merchant of Venice. |
. PRlCE&i 26o to $1.60,. _.__

WEEK. mtSI«J %J Ï*J ¦¦ MATINEES.
BROADHURST AND CURRIB

PRESENT

MASON and MASON
IN THE BIO MUSICAL COMEDY,

FRITZ and SNITZ
WITH A COMPANY OF SIXTY PEOPLE,

INCLUDING

The Famous Beauty Chorus.

less approval. No actor has had bet¬
ter opportunities for knowing the tradi¬
tions of the various roles he assumes,
schooled as he was In his earlier career,
with the men who ranked 'as tho un¬

disputed masters of their 'arti Mr. .Han-
ford has had th'e satisfaction of win¬
ning the applause and /the fVllrthful ap¬
proval of immense audiences during his
present season. Tho casual amusement-
seeker: has :found wit and humor such
as the. ,modern farceur could not equal,
and the student has discovered new de¬
lights in observing the Inflnlté variety
of Shakespeare's alert and untiring gen¬
ius. The productions arc made with a

liberally worthy.of an attraction design¬
ed for a permanent metropolitan run, and
tho company, has .bean indorsed as, the
most efficient that this popular star has
yet assembled. Mss Marie D^oinnh,
the lending lady; has -; Invested the
Shakespearean woman 'frith e, charm
which hs endeared her more·.than ever.
Miss Drofnah is gifted with magnetic
and vivacity and at tho same Jtlme
with that Jntelleotuallty which Insures
womanly, dignity and reposo in the more
serious scones.
Mr., Hnnsfo'rd wilh present the Mer¬

chant of Venice' at the Academy, on
Thursday. ·' .·

Babes in Toyland.
Tho average person who sees the higher

class of theatrical productions can con¬
ceive no Idea of the enormous amount of
money, energy and time-required to equip
them for presentation.
For instance, Hiamliin & Mitchell's

"Babes In Toyland," which will bo seen
hor« on Friday and Saturday, with
matinee on- Saturday,· represents an ex¬
penditure of mbney which.Is considerably
greater than is envolved In many proten-
tlous wholesale businesses.
In the ilrst place the book. ?? .writ¬

ten by Glen McDonough, «and celebrities,
llko Mr. McDonough ask not hundreds, but'
thousand of dollurs, for their work. Then
the music Is by that master, Vic¬
tor Herbert, and Herbert's work,
like tor. MeiJonough's, cost thousands of
dollars. So it will bo seen that when a,
Arm of managers has secured a musical
comcüy like "Babes in Toyland," at tho
very beginning, for nothing, ..but
the musicai score and book; they are
out of pocket'a small size fortune. This
lii Just a starter, though for tho-thing
has to be staged. Now comes tho work
of putting it on. The next thing, tho
scenic artist has to bo gotten to,; paJnt
tho scenery. Hero Is another outlay, of
thousands, for In plays like "Babas In
Toyland" the scenery is an ltom second to
none. When all this Is done there is still
another great expense, tho employing of
actors and actresses. Artists do not hold
themselves cheap, and tho managor,has
to dig up another big pilo. Then the play
Is produced. If It's a success llko "Babes
In Toyland," the' manager's Judgment Is
vindicated and he makes thousands of
dollurs profit, If not, unless he bo very
wealthy, he is a bankrupt. "Babes In
Toyland" hns paid a dividend on tho vast
sum of money put Into It, and that Is why
Hamllir ¿c Mitunell can afford to send tho
big musical comedy, numbortfng many peo¬
ple, with a special orchestra and -stage
crow, using a special train of six cars to
carry it on its tranacontlnential tour of
the United States. ?

The company numbers over seventy peo¬
ple, tho press agent says, the most prom¬
inent of whom aro Budd Ross and Grace
Hazard; Tuo organization comes direct
from tho Majestic Theatre, New York.
Tho production Un point of magnificence
and magnitudo has seldom been equaled,
and requires a small array of aarpenters
and electrical experts .to properly mount
It, and has mude a sensation .wherever pre¬
sented.
"Babes In Toyland"· Is -Glen McDon-

ough's clever dramatization of tho fairy
story, "Babes In tho Woods," and tho
brilliant muslo is by the composer. Victor
Herbert.

Mason and Mason.
Mason nnd Mason, who aro classed with

tho leading exponents of comedy, will ho
soon at the Bijou all this week In the
two act musical play, "Fritz and Bnlts,"
assisted, by a company of sixty people,
Including a big chorus, which is said
to contain a buvy of very beautiful' young
.wo/iion, Tho production is entirely new,
and Messrs. Broadluirst and Currle,' tho
managers, aro said to have spared no
expense In their endavor to make this
ono of tho merriest and most enjoyable
attractions on tho road. Tho music is
sold to be very oatohy, and tho dialogalo
remarkably witty. Tho story briefly told,
is as follows; A retired millionaire, as¬
piring to a bettor station In socloty, seeks
through a matrimonial agent tho Intro¬
duction to his daughter, of a Gorman
baron, who Is 'Invited to tho prospectivo
bride's homo., hut who, through an. un-
forseen accident, falls to arrivo at tho
appointed timo, whloh* greatly worries
tho matrimonial ngont. In the menn-
tlmo Fritz, nnd shortly following him
Snltz, two Gorman« who greatly resom-
bio one (mother, apponi· upon tho soeue.
Tho ngont thinks ho soes a way out of
his dllomma, and Induces Frit« to dis¬
guise himself as tho baron, and later
mistaking Snltz for Fritz, ho porsntid03
tho latter to the same course. They
both moot tho millionaire's daughter at
different times, and sho, too, mistakes
one for tho other. Dotli aro endeavoring
to win hor hand in marriage, when tho
real baron arrives. Consternation pre¬
vails, but knowing that'tho millionaire
has a great aversion for automobiles,
they dress up tho baron ns a chauffeur,
and ho is immediately ejected from the
premises by tho servunts. Many laughs
able complications arine before tho Ideni
tlty of tiie real baron is finally estab¬
lished.

The Cause of Headaches,
Headache and other Ills of overcrowd¬

ed rooms ftie found by Dr, Paul, of
Bresluu, to bo duo to retention of the
teat by tho 1'cdy, oven 15 por cent, of
carbon dlox' le doing no harm In a jegu-
lated temperature,

CASH-Thaf? Why Nothing at Fit« Price-CASH, 1

Extraordinary Offering
Quality Bettet than Ever.Prices Lower than Ever

In ordei* to satisfy you in both quality and price it was necessary for our buyers to drive some close bar¬

gains. We were successful in this, and then, too, our cash custom cuts the cost.

mery
An interesting showing of Autumn Hats in the Millinery Parlor (Second Floor),

day and Wednesday. You are cordially invited.
Opening days, Tues*

Dress Goods and Silks.
New Scotch Plaids, for chlldrdn'a

wear, selling everywhoro for <nj/.
17c, Mondny . lb faK,
Good Quality Suiting, double width,

In grays nnd blues, worth 2Cc, 4 ftp
All-Wool Tricot, 27 Inches wldo;

a special for tho Monday 0?{^/n
Pine Mohair, In Scotch plaids and

shepherd checks also a lot of novelty
suiting«. Wo picked up a special
lot for these 60c goods nnd will 90-
sell thorn for. <**>\>

? Will Buy Any ol These
¦*-· Goods Listed Below. c
Plain Mohair and Mohair

Sicilian, forty-six inches wide;
Cravanettes in air the popular
shades; Novelty Suitings in
taaty designs ; Imperial Serges.

59c
Fine Panamas, 40· inches wide, in

black and colors; worth 76c,
for .

Sootoh Plaid Silks, 24 Inches wide:
ono of the prettiest lot of good» over

seen In Klchmond: bought direct from
the mills, that's why a 6»c value ti*.

Is offered for.>./lui.
E>ftra Heavy Taffeta Silk 30 Inches

wide! 'worth $3.25; Monday's QOp
price . i/OC
New Color Combination 811k, extra,

quality; a special for Mon- 7C«

Ready-to-Wear Specials
"In this line we are meeting

competition with an assortment
of goods the quality and price
of which it will be hard to beat.
Look over our lino of Skirts, out In

tho tatest styles and mado of tho most
popular materials; prices (Q4JA ??
ranging;from $5.00 to. $1VjWu
Be sure to oxamlne our Rain Coats

from $0.08 up. Wo can suit, you na>
to weight, color und style. Not only
serviceable'In rainy weather, but for
sunshiny days ae Well.
Then there Is an unusually attrac¬

tive dif-play of the new Sultii, with
the long coat and skirt combination,
in 'blues, greens stana grays, Ú»«)C ??
that can he had from 916 to «¡lád.VV
New White Waists,' with lnco yoke,

front and Collar, sleeves tucked to
tho elbow; a Monday spe-i (gfij QO
olal .'.·. f?.s?

23-Qore Mohair Skirt; tho regular
price Is $5.00; to close out an go <o
extra heavy stock. fa.^?

Ladles' Fleece Lined Vests; good,
largo, full sires; but for our cash
system tho prlco would be 30c, OC/>
bui for cash they are ..... äöt>
;'Mercerized Petticoats, wldo, deep
'rtjtfflos; a 5ÓC value will be sold in.

^Monday for "·?,. $01/
ffiit-E;" T. Faulkner Co.'s "First Choice"
;Wh)te Wool Dlnnkets, Those Blankets
.are; 13-4 sizes, sUk-Jbound. You get
jmoro " than your money's worth or

the1 money back; a regular *? ftp
$6.00 value for . Qt.ad

Extra Heavy Double Bed Elie Com-)
fort, mado of tho very hent cot- *¡Ep
tons; a Monday spécial.... IuL·
A Cold Weather Comfor-t, made of

clean whlto cotton, nicely ttiffedi
extra large size; a regular $1.25 ad.
valu? for . JÖIL
Window 8hadee, nil colors, with

fixtures completo for uso; ??-
Monday at. uoL·
Lace Curtains.·.Wo hnvo ? few odd

pairs of curtains that sotd> for
$1.75; Monduy they must go' for

Wash Goods.
Outing Cloth; every style that thoy

make, both dark and light, S l-3o r.
valuó. »y
Apron Ginghams, all slzo

checks; tho usual 5c quality QHAn

Shepherd Cheoks, In hlack and whlto.
These goods aro worth S 3-4c; ù'IAn-
Monday, as a special, for...'.. 9*f£\L·
Shophord Check Suiting, double

width; a. wonderful bargain; only the
closest buying enables us to ???/?
sell these'19c goods for...'... *¦&/'2\J

Flannelettes; these nro In Persian
patterns, stripes and tho new effeots
In checks; worth 12 1-2c; tho
Monday price .'...;'.,'...

Percales, In small figures and neat
stripes; n. 12 l-2c value Q'XAn

Fine Sattoen, In a wonderful varie¬
ty of now, up-to-dato patterns;
hard to get at 16o; for this
sale. ·.. U34c

White Goods.
Cannon Cloth, 38 Inches wldo; «1/

a 12 1-20 goods reduced to,.. «M^f-L
India Linen, 40 Inohea wide;

tho best 12 1-20 quality.
Long Cloth..{icods that al

ways sold for 15o, Monday at

Linen Department.
Bleached Table Damask, extra ???

heavy; a Monday special for.. «¡DC
Turkey Red Damask, oil boiled· .will,,

not fade In laundering; limali, QQ«
neat designs; a 5Ö0 goods for.. wUC

Dinner Napkins, 23 Inches square,
formorly sold for $1.60 per
dozen, Monday.

Twill Crash, for tea toweling,
easily worth Be, for this salo

Domestics.
Unbleaohod Cotton..We have mio-.

ceeded in buying on extra large lot
of regular 6c cotton at orlóos tîmt otv-
nble us to sell them for cash
at...·.
White Flannel, tho beet B8o vaino,

can bo bought on Monday In¬
for .yUIÇi
Canton Flannel, a good 7o cloth, 'Km,-'

fine, long fleece- Monday.;·.·.. BC.',
Red Twill Flannel} you won't find,

any bettor anywhere for ima»',e)lCg¿'-
than 83c; our price..:. .< ¦»y
Bleached Sheeting, 2 1-4 yard« -wide.

It Is worth 27o, but wo will aall Ort_
It at this salo for ................ «a?

98c

69c Odd Lot of Corsets, 69c.
R. & G., C. B. and P. N.best'

$1.00 Corsets.
A Monday special,

69c.
Only one to a buyer.

.Wet* auikner Co.,
First and Broad Streets.

CASH--That's Why Nothing at Full
Price-CASH.

Colgate's Dental Powder, 15c
With Cashmere Bonquet Soap FREB.
We've bought a 'argo lot of this powder
and, In order to' Introduce it to,'our
patrons, on Monday wo will sell a £5o
paokago of Colgato'a Dental Powder
lor.lBo, and GIVE AWAY FREE with,
each -.packago ÖNE-CIAICH OF COL-
GATB'S CASHMERE BOUQUET
BOAP. Everybody that uses this ß?a?
knows wliat it means.

Was Elected Member of North
Carol i'nä':£cgislature Before

He Was Twenty-one.

PASTOR OF PEOPLE'S CHURCH

Brilliant Career As Public Speak¬
er in Boston and New

York.

One of the most Interesting figures* lit
American literary life is Thomas Dlx-

on, Jr.. author of "The Clansman" and

"The Leopard's Spots" and o£ tho play
based upon these two successful novels.
/Lawyer, legislator, pp'oachor, leoturer,.
author, dramatist.his Ufo has indeed

been many-sided. He was onco called
a "llve-wlro" and tho appelatlon Is most'

¦nt; .,..;.,
Thomas Dlxon, Jr., was born in Cleve¬

land county, North Carolina, January 11,
1861. A descendant· of sturdy Scotch Cov¬

enanters, whose best traditions of liberty
and loyalty were maintained by the Ku
Klux Klan during the darkened days
of reconstruction, ho hoe been no less
brave in days of peace than woro his
ancestors in times of porli and of strife.

Only a man of herolo mould would
dare to wrlto a book llko "The Clans¬
man."
Mr. Dlxon spent four years at Wake

Forest College, North Carolina, whero ho
was graduated with highest honors. Af¬
tor a post-graduate course of one year
at Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
he went to Now York, whore he spent
another /yean,, jStuldylng jdramatio mat
and oratory. Returning to North Caro¬
lina ho became Interested in politics,,
and at twenty years of age, .before'
he could vote, he fig elected a member
of tho North Carolina Legislature. He'
read, law and. was admitted to the bar,,
but soon became persuaded that it was
his duty to proach the gospel. After fill¬
ing pastorates of. two of the largest cities
in his native Stae, when only 23 years
of ago, ho received a call from one of
the oldest churches In Boston. His faino
as a preacher rapidly spread, and after
ho moved to Now York his congrega¬
tions inoroased so In number that ho
found It necessary to preach In' the mam¬
moth Academy of Music. There he found¬
ed th.o "People's Church."

Burning Public Questions.
Mr. Dlxoii was the pioneer In New

York in bringing to bear the full moral
forco of tho. pulpit on burning punito
questions.
Ho next enlarged his Held of useful¬

ness by going on tho lecture platform,
whoro he Immediately attained the fore¬
most rank· He was still seeking a wider
fleld and the jyrltlng of Ills successful
novels followed. Turning dramatist was

another stepr In the ßa??? direction.
Mr. Dixon's' present homo, Elmington,

Is one of the most beautiful estates
In Virginia. It occupies a commanding
position on North River, in Gloucester
county. Though now comprising 500 acres,
It was originally a crown grant of 2,000
acres. The house is beautifully situated
on a peninsula which is almost entirely
surrounded by water.. The houso is a

massivo brick structure of colonial stylo,
with a noble wtilto pillar porch, which
commands n charming view. Mr. Plxon
does most his writing In an old house
on tho other side of tho creek,
So great Is the author's interest In

the drmntlo presentation of "The Clans¬
man" that ho has decided to accom¬

pany tho company throughout th« South¬
ern tour, This will bo an Interesting bit
of Information to his many thousands

of admirers and friends throughout tho
country. v ,.j
In a recent interview" Mr. Dlxon says

that he determined to be a writer-when
he was a more boy. "It has really been
my Ufo> ambition," said he. "I had'the
privilege of starting tho student paper
at my college In North Carolina, and
tho first story I wrote was singularly
enough a Ku Klux Btory, I doterm'ned
not to write a novel until I wns forty
years old. I behove that a man who
¦writes should :know life. I did not. hoW-'
ever, quito Ilvo- up to my determina¬
tion, for I wrote "The Leopard's Spots"
when I was thirty-six. You seo I had
lived a pretty strenuous Ufo, and when
I reached that age I felt llko I had skip¬
ped a few years. I wrote "The Leop¬
ard's Spots" In a whirl, mailed It to my
publishers, and they accepted It by wire."

MILK AND BUTTER.
Shredded Stover Better Producer

"'Than Timothy Hay.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

.VIRGINIA EXPBIUMBNT STATION,
BLACKSBURG, VA., September 23..

Largo amounts of timothy hay aro often
fed to dairy cows because It Is thought
to bo a very rloh and nourishing .food¬
stuff, but in experiments made with 24
oows at the station last winter, It would
'gcphr, thüt';imr'eddod stovor whon well
made and preserved can often be ifSed to

'replace tho timothy nay to advantage.
As timothy hay brings from $10 to .$15
a ton on the market and shrodded stover
Is praotlpally a waste produot on tho
farm, tho eoonomy of utilizing tho latter
is apparent to all.
There Is another question of more than

passing Interest to tho dairyman, and
that Is the balancing up of his ration, with
some .concentrate .rich In protein. Gluten
meal arid, cotton seed meal woro-fed on

,t|ho bnsls of. tho content of dlgostlblo pro¬
tein for this purpose, and provided tho
market price is tho same por pound of
digestible protein, there Is llttlo to choose
between the two, except that tho gluten
meal was not as roadlly eaton by tho
cows and It made tho buttor fat soft;
whereas ootton seod meal was roadlly
oaten nnd increases the melting point of
butter, which gives It a decided advan¬
tage for feeding In summer.
These results, show that the proper

basis of comparing food-stuffs Is accord¬
ing to the amount of digestible protein
thoy contain. It Is thus apparent that
farmers often mnko the mistake of feed¬
ing wheat bran which contains only 12
per cent, of dlgostlblo protein, as com¬

pared with cotton seod meal, which when
pure contains 37.2 por' cent, of dlgostlblo
protein. As cotton soed meal and wheat
bran can often bo bought at practically
tho samo price, tho farmer" who buys
whont bran pays throe times us much
for tho dlgostlblo protein contained as
the farmer who utilizes cotton send meal.

ANDREW M. SOULE.
Dean and Director.

RCANOKE FAIR.

A Great Spread of Tents to Be
Used.Peculiar Features,

' (Speclnl to Tho Tfmea-Dtspateh.)
ROANOKE, VA., Soptomber 23..All tho

arrangements havo boon completed fol¬
lilo great Roanoko Fair which will open
in tho city of Roanoko next Tuesday,
September ?6, to continuo four days. So
many applications for stalls In tho Ilvo
stock departments have been made thn.t
additional stabling for sevornl hundred
animals Is being provided this week.
All the tentSj also, which wore In uso

Inst week o,t tho Indiana State Fair
have been shipped to Roanoko. Thore
are over thirty of these tents, the largest
covering an area of ?.',??? square feat.
Moro attractions havo been engaged

than over before, somo of them being of
Iho most speotaoular character. There
will bo fifteen raros for purses amounting
to $1,800, «a well aji feats of horseman¬
ship by tho best riders a;ul drivers In tho
country. All the premiums lotal ovor

flO.000. ah enormous attendance Is ex¬

pected. Excursion UcUots will be. sold at
pilli tare for the round trip.

DRAWBACKS OF THE
LONG ENGAGEMENT

By MARGARET E. SANQSTER.

Agatha has boon engaged to Thomas
nearly four years. Thomas Is (n receipt
oragood »salary, quite 'sufficient to sup¬
port a'-llttlo· home- ln'Oomfort, and, he is
cpnstnnt:ancr ¡devoted.In his attentions to
Agatha. His calls, four or five evenings
a week, havo become as much a thing·
of course as the striking of the clock.
A llttlo after eight, in walks Thomas..
A little aftor ten, qut ho goes. Tender
good-nights aro axonanged at tho door.
Agatha slips awuy to bed. Thomas
strolls homeward.
"How long Is this philandering to go

on," mutters Agatha's father to her
mother. In tho privacy of their chamber.
For two years thoy oavo boon obliged,
after; our American fashion, to exile
thomsolvea Irom the living-room, or par-
ilor, whichever they call It, and spend
tholr evenings in tho dining-room or

tholr .own room upstairs. Agatha and
her flanco talking, talking, talking, in
low tones llko tho rippling of a brook,
have monopolized that part of tho houso.
It seems to tho parents after awhlle_thut
tha long engagement Is tolling unfavor¬
ably on their daughter's health and spir¬
its, and they think it time that affairs
reached a crisis, that they culminated
In a wedding, ·?
Agatha thinks so, too. She Is boyond

words annoyed with and weary of tho
situation. Tho mbst.devoted pair of en¬

gaged lovers, In tho courso of several
years, exhaust their topics at conversa¬
tion. They are in danger of drifting into
a state of morbid and unwholesome .ennui.
Wero thoy. married, a host of common,
practical Interests would draw them
closer and give them a basis on which
to build their house of Joy.
The management of the horno, the cook¬

ing for two, the mending, the making,
the Identification of tho husband and wlto
as ono family In Its front to tho world,
help to bind them Into that union which
Is strong as life Itself.
.A Idhg engagement, dragging slowly
and Intormfmibly on, when thero Is no
apparont reason for a dolnyod marrlago,
la a very trying experience to a girl. Shu
knows that her friends discuss her and
wonder why the wedding Is deferred.
She attends the weddings of other
friends. Sho begins to bo socially, par¬
don tho slang, a· back number. An en¬
gaged girl cannot compoto In social in¬
tercourse with her friends who are still
freo. Very likely sho has been preparing"
her store of Unen, and there are piles of
sheqts and towels over whloh sho lingers
with that house-wifely yearning, known
to women when they are planning a. now
home. I knew· ono·girl who waited 1.1

years, while hor tardy lover continued
Ills visits, hover oven faintly alluding to

marriage, The memory of hor jjlrllsh
"yos" was growing remote, whou her
young sister announced lier engagement,
shyly adding: "Edwin wants,to be mar¬
ried In three months, l don't sua how ?
can bo ready." "You might be ready If
Edwin wanted you to marry him to¬
morrow," «aid tho older woman, "You
shall' liuve my things,'"-arid the elabor¬
alo trousseau, as woll us tho beautiful
3tock of ñno linen, was furqed upon the
blushing brldo-to-be, The first ougaso-
ment was broken, us It should have been
long before.
Our Knslish cousins allude to tho loose¬

ly-managed betrothals that over höre so

often dissolvo In mist, as "dangling." It
would soom that "dangling" Is u thins
unworthy an honorable man.
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Agatha's respective mother-in-law, If
she be u selfish woman, muy bo at the
bottom of Tom's postponed marriage.
Mothers sometimes hate the idea of part¬
ing with sons, and movo hua,ve ? and
oartll to keep theuf single. A son who
Is fond of his mother has, It may bo, not I

¦.the manhood to break her· bonds. In*
? proportion as he is a good son, he dreads·,hurting her fqellngs., Jf. the mother Is.
very Itaetfjil,,;und .a' little.'¡unscrupulous,;
shd may nlAnago'hor son,without his sns~J
pocting It, nnd In one way or another^
preserve her asoondanoy over him, .arfuVi
keep "that girl" waiting an Indefinite:
time.
To tell thè plain truth, Agatha is In a:

very delicato find difficult position. Sho:
cannot take tho Initiative. No girl who;·;
rcspecets herself can beg her lover to-:
name the wedding dayl This is· lils pre-'.'i
rogativo, not hers. Ho should beg,, and¡j
sho grant the favor ot an early marriage;;;:
A man should be suro of his own mind,;!
and purao, boforo becoming engaged.,·;
Once engaged, he should not bo the one!.;
to dofor, and defer, and defer the wed*».
ding day. If he does, tho young .woman;«
may sever tho bond^ This Is her prlv}-,¦)
lego. Dut she cannot plead'for a chngo
of behaviour on his part. An. .unwllllnsfv
bridegroom would bo a shamefully in-·,;
suiting mate for any woman.

Should a man, as may happen,, dis-1',
caver too late that ho has made a mis-
take, that his lovo 'is on the wane, that»;
Instead of anticipation, foreboding is the,',,
mood and temper in which he regards hlai··
coming marriage, his only honorable 1
course Is to bo candid with, the girl ha
has sought. Ho would do her a grefttti;
wrong If he married hör, wVín his heart"·
was full ot reluctance. Fi/at glrlb hosl·»
tuto to release a lover wfio' made thlá.'t
explanation, humiliating to him, and,:;
hearthrenking to tho hearer, but frank·;
and honest, and thoreforo worthy. Thai
girl will recover from nor heart aohe.N.
The man step forth with dignity. There?-
is no dignity In remaining in a false
position.
Generally speaking, engaged couples·

should marry as soon as thoy oan. Tho ..

Income may be a tiny one, but marvels.x
¦can bo wrought .by good management,·,
and there is endless fun nnd endless';'..·
contentment, too, whon youn» people whoi,
¡ovo one another aro In the midst of
their early, hopeful years, living frugal··,'.'
ly and: sharing tho loaf and cup. Self-'
denials bind them as extravagant ¦ex-,·.;'pendituro never can, Agatha-Hmeanj tho'··'
world to Thomas, Sho Is nt his back.. Ha
bravos overythlng for her, is a better '.
business man, a better oltlson on her ao-
aount. A married pair aro worth much
more to the community than several
couples of engaged lovers, dawdling and'.·'
dreaming, and wasting their timo In sen-
tlrn>!>Uiil moonshine. If It Is want or¬
mone)· that delays anybody's marriage, ,?
let hint summon up courage, and go on.':'
The money will come whon it la deserved
and most wanted. ~

l know well that this Is not the advlco'·;
of prudence, nor would prudent people ?
IndnrÄe· It without a protest. Yet again, ?
and again, I have seen young people
marry on very small means, and s;o on.
HtcarUly Inerifuslng their Income pntll
they reaoliecl a condition of ease. What
constitutes a competence oan b« deter-.';
mined only by young people .UiomseiYS«;\K<!
The essentials ofii home are really ?·?*?t
fow, ami people have before now kept·.,
hiyise creditably in'two or three rooms.·,
and havo had no need to be ashamed oi¬
dio result of their joint endeavors. The
fatal mistake is to begin on too Urge a
scale. A girl never wishes this, if tha',-.
man she loves Is frank with her, and tell-*.'
her prealsely what he can aliford, .ftnd '.
with perfect openness usks her help In
making ends moot.
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Some people seem to enjoy nothing so
much as being awed by what they read
In the newspapers..fuck.
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The Nowlan Company
have the largest assortment of Elegant
Wedding Gifts in Sterling Silver and
Rich Cut Glass to be found in the South,
and when quality Is considered their
prices are the lowest

All correspondence given careful attention,
Qoods sent on approval, express prepaid.


